1933 592 cc Matchless Model B Silver
Hawk

What a lascinating display ‘must have met
the eyes of (he visilor ta the Olympia Motor
Cycle Show. in Movember 11930, Virtually
every manufacturer had soinething new arxd
exciting INew Hudson, fdr example, had
completely revamped their range-from head
10 tow), and there was not just one tutally
nevy Britigh four-cylinder to be seen, butiwol
We met one ol the new ‘fours’ earlist in this
ook, in the shape of the Ariel Square Four
Now meet i15 rival, the Matchless Silver
Hawk which was, or sa the makers claimed
in their sales literalure, "unguestionably the
most fascinating machine lo ride that has
ever been built.. 1t combines the silence,
smoothness and comicrt of the most expen-
sive molor car with a super-sporls periof
mance. On top gear alore the machine will
run_{rom as low as. 6 miles per howr 10 over
80 miles pur hour,. while the acceleration
given -by .the four-cylinder overhead-
camshalt engine i canjunction” with “the
four-speed gearbox must be experienced tu
be believed ’

That says it all, really. Bu lor sl its pro-.

claimed virlues, the Malchless Four d'd not
axactly lake the world by sturm, and aftes
struggling on tor a few scasons, it was yuigl
ly dropped irom the range in 1935, No
discredit lo the bike itself, of course, - but
these weie the Hungry ' Thirtes, the years of
the Great Depression and the money WS
scarce. ‘There was possibly enough ol a
market to support one luxury four-cylinder
maodel, but not two In a head-on battle far
sales, the Anrel Sguare Four won. and the
rival Maltchless Silver Hawk last cut

Still,” the Hawk was quile an imaginative:

design, and for all its resemblonce o the
Syuare Four it was actually a narnow-angie
“vee-four much in common with the same
factory's Stlver Arrow mmonobioc twin ol the
mevious year. There was just one crankshall
sel across the frame and, unsually, it had a

cemtie bearing  mounted 'm a plate - a-

feature that would be repeated a couple of

diecades later in the AJS amd Matchless ver-

tcal twing: : . .
A single avaerthiead camshialt tan acrass g

46

cylinder héad, driven @t the right-hand side
by a substantial shatt and bevel-gear ar-
rangement. Ignition was by dynamo and coil,
the dynamo being driven by skew geming
from the camshaft-drive vertical shaft. The
oiling system was dry-sump, withvthe ol car-
tied i a preysed-steel tank ol e base of the
frgnt-down tube, botted directly to. the

“engine's crankcase

The frame was the one which also housed
the srmalter vee-twin, ‘and featured cantilgver
rear springing :n which the rear sub-frame
pivoted in Silentbloc. rubber-bonded hushes

_behind the gearbox. Two compression

springs ware muunted under thie saddle, and
damping was by Iriction discs, controlied by
a knob. Brakes were coupled 8 in diameler,
meaning that both front and rear drums
came into operation it the thake pedal was
pressed, but the handlebar lever operated the
[rant brake alone. i

In the years ahead, Matchloss carried out
very littie development on (be Silver Hawk,
excepl that an its linal ‘pencd a foot gear-
change was avadable 1o option ot £ 1805 ex-
ua, and iy secmed almost a3 though they
themselves had little 1aith i it Perhaps they
hadn't: when “Torrens” of The Motor Cyrie
{editor Anthur B Bouwrney wanted to buy a
new Siver Hawk in 1935, the makers. ad-
vised him 10 ga and buy an Avel instead
Which he did.®

Specification
Maka Matchless Model Model B Silver -
Hawk. Engine b92 cc (808 x 7302 nim
bure and stroke) overhead-camshatt vee-fout
" Tyres 3 256 = 19 in frontand reat (4 00
19 in at extia cosi) wired-on. Frame Brazed
lug lubular constraction Ircorporating can-
lilewer rear suspension Front forks Malehiluss
centre-spiing girders. Brakes [nterconnscled
gy diasieter druing, feont and (e
Weight 380 I Whaelbase 56 in
Manufacturer Matchless Motor Cyales
(Colher sy Ltd; 44145 Plusistead Road,
Pranstead, London Sk A8

Above Prmary dive wasbya
duplex chatnincorporating a
 Weller spring-blade tensioner,
within a.massive cast-alloy casing

Right Tins was the lrst
appearance of the soontobe
famous chronmm-plated ‘M tank -
emblem; note also e polished
atiges 1o the mudguards
Farright The sophisticmed
speciicationembraced o narrow
anigle ronobloe vee- tour with
shall-and-bevel diven overhea
Gamshaft .
Below Unfortunately, the
inpetang Silver Hawek hod 10 batte
lof 3 shaie of the market againgt
the Ariet Square Four — and fost
out




