1936 990 cc Matchless Model X

In the last few- years before the outbreak of
the Second World War, Brough-Superior had
swilched from JAP power units, to empldy
instead the 990 cc Matchless vee-twin —
side-valve for the Brough-Superior. SS80,
overhead-valve for the SST100. Yet the odd
~thing was that Matchless themselves oflered
a very pleasant vee-twin tourer, with precise-
ly the same engine as supplied to
Brough-Superior and just as well-equipped
It was just thal George Brough charged £90

for his $530, while Matchless, without all the -

ballyhoo and razzmatazz of Brough

salesmanship, listed their Model X at only -

£69 156si .
In fact the Matchiess lactory had been
noted for big vee-twins since before the First

World-War, originally with engines by MAG .

or JAP; buf by lhe mid-"thirties the Model X
enjoyed a gently bovine engirie designed and
built on the Plumstead premises. It was
‘designed for the big-twin enthusiast and, of
course, with a special eye. for heavy-duty
sidecar work®, to which end the 1938 ver-
sion had been given maore robust rear frame
menbers .
However {as George Brough was-aware),
there were plenity of enthusiasts around who

rather liked the idea of a big "thousand’, nid-
den solo, 56 at the end of the 1936 season .

the Model X was revamped and given the
catalogue name of Sports Tourst, with a
new shorter-wheelbase frame which put the
‘machine on & par with a 500 <c singie, as
regards roadholding and steering.
~ The Motor Cycle road-tested the Model X
in May 1937, and commented: 'As soon. as
the machine is an thi move the rider 1orgets
that he is astride a heavyweight machine
The Matchless could be ridden leet-up at
speeds well - below he register of the
speedomeler without any juggling with the
handlebars. At slighily higher- speeds the
steering was comiortably light, but even
when the machine was being cruised al over.
60 mph it did not hn(:ojne’ so light as to
necessitale use of the damper

The excellent roadholding ol the Matchless
probably accounted to-some exlent for the
eflortdess way in which it could be cornergd
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The big machine could be laid well over on
fast corners without any sign ol-snaking or,

"~ wandering. On wet rogds the Matchless was

perfectly stable. Wet lramifines caused the

“nder no tremors, and on none of the slippery

surlaces encountered . was a skid experi-
enced. On particularly greasy surfaces the
steering tended to become rather fighi, but this
was more a feeling than a fact, for the model

never showed any lendency 1o get out of

conirol ’
Performance of the 990 ce enging was
described as delightful’, and it would ac-

‘celerate hard in top year without any tracé of

snaich from as fow as 20 mph. Not really a
speedster - it would not be expected of a

side-valve, anyway — it would clock up just |

over BO mph, and reach 70 mph from a stan-
ding start in a guarter of a mile. Particular
note was made of the prop-stand, which flew
up immediately the bike was brought back to

the verncdl, a feature which is now com- ‘
_pulsory on bikes sold in the USA.

Understandably, the Model X did nat
{eature in comipetition work, for that was no!
its metier. Instead, it was a highly comforting
machine, willi'a quiat heartbeat and a gentle

loping gait which-ale up the miles efforitess-

ly. As the 1937 ester put it, the bike ‘comes

‘into that aristocratic class of motoicycles

that are riders” mounlts’. Hear, hear to thatl

Specification

Make Maichless. Model Mool X

Engine 990 cc {85.5 x 85 5 min bore and
siroke) 60 side-valve vee-twin. Tyras 3. 25
». 19 in lrom, 4:00 = 19 i rear, wired
edge. Frame Brazed-luy duplex tubular cradle,
unsprung al ress. Front torks Cential spring
girdins. Brakes Drums, 8 in diamater tront
and rear, Whealbase 57 in Weight 435 Ib
Manutacturer Malchiess Motor Cycles
(Caolliers) Lid, 44745 Flumstead Road. tondon
SEI8.

Above A sytnphony in black
and chroma, the Model X
fepresentod Plumstead
tectinology at its pre-war best.”
Power output could be
doscrbed as ‘gently bovine’.
Right A novel detail — the friom
brake operating cabie s (outed
thraugh one of the tubes of the
gudes front forks.

Far right A 990 cc umit with
detachable cylinder heads, the
big Matehless engine was

alsu employed by Br uug;h—
Superior, and by Moigan
Balow Though mos! by side-
valve 1wins were primnarily for

- sidecar use, the Model X was

designed specifically as a
sporting saio :
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