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GcGoon GRIEF, CHARLIE BROWN!" That startled com-
ment was heard ringing through our offices on
the day we learned that the mighty Norton Atlas was to
be produced in scrambler form. Even though a year had
passed since we tested the touring version of Norton’s

- 750cc Atlas, that machine’s very muscular performance

was still quite fresh in our minds. Our test crew, particu-
larly, was somewhat taken aback by the news. We have
had some rather exciting excursions on scramblers having
a mere (7) 30-40 horsepower, and the thought of the
Atlas’ 60 horsepower (which is accompanied by bags of
torque) was a trifle unnerving, Actually, we had nothing
to worry about, for the Atlas Scrambler, when it arrived,
was a great deal more than a touring Atlas with knobby
tires.

The major point of difference between the road Atlas
and the Scrambler is the frame. The road model is built
around the “Featherbed” frame, which was developed by
Norton for their road racing machines. The Featherbed
frame contributes a lot toward the road-holding that has
made Norton famous, but it was never intended for off-
pavement work. Therefore, the Atlas Scrambler has been
built around a Matchless frame, which is rugged enough
to take the pounding a scrambler is sure to receive. The
Matchless frame also provides increased ground clearance
and a fork angle better suited to scrambles riding. Basic
suitability was the reason, too, for the use of a Matchless
fuel tank, which is much narrower than the standard
Nerton tank. While on the subject of the use of non-
Norton parts, we should like to make it quite clear that
the Atlas Scrambler is by no means a hastily assembled
lash-up. The various elements fit together as though they
belonged, and anyone who did not know the separate
parts, on sight, would never suspect the hybrid nature of




the beast. g /

Though the tank and (rame were Matchless, the rest
of the basic hardware, including the suspension, was
Norton. Norton's Roadholder forks are featured, and they
do not seem to have been altered ‘in the slightest from
those used on the touring model. To be perfectly frank,
we would prefer slightly stiffer springs and damping, be-
cause when going as fast as the Atlas Scrambler will go,
there is a lot of clanging in the forks. The forks do not

bottom on bounce, but they hit the limits of their travel

on rebound. On the other Hand, the forks absorb any-
thing but very bad bumps in a truly remarkable manner.

Insofar as we were able to determine, the Atlas
Scrambler’s engine was nearly identical to the one in the
touring Atlas we tested last March, Slightly larger carbure-
tors have been substituted (from 1 1/16" to 1 1/8"), and
that is all. However, this latest test bike was even casier
to start, and if anything it had even more low-end torgue.

The primary reason for the Atlas having such fero-

cious low-speed torque is that it is blessed with a lot of

displacement. Horsepower can be obtained with high
crank speeds, but sheer cubic inches give an engine that
impressive slogging power. This is not to say that the
Atlas engine cannot be made to produce a lot of horse-
power. It has 60 bhp (approximately; the makers do not
release exact figures), and the design of the engine leaves
room for extracting ¢ven more.

The Scrambler’s brakes look rather odd, because the
are so big. Most off-pavement machines are fitted wi
comparatively small-diameter brakes; those on the Atlas
are the same for both touring and scrambles models, and
they are nearly big enough for road racing. In some
scramblers, such big brakes would be rather silly, but
the Atlas is so enormously fast (and it is heavy, too) that
its brakes really do serve a useful purpose.

In “showroom” form, the Atlas Scrambler is equipped
with knobby tires, and full road gear, including Jights,

a battery, -generator and the whole package. There was
even a tool kit in our test machine — which fell out in
the road when the tool box cover vibrated off. To make

* the Atlas into a really good competition scrambler, it

will be necessary for the purchaser to remove all of the
lighting equipment, and whatever else can be safely dis-
carded. The bike is quite heavy, at 439 pounds, and it
should be lightened for competition work. A simple un- -
bolting session will reduce the weight to about 380 pounds,
and alloy fenders, ete., could bring it down slightly
further. It will not be necessary to add anything, as the
Atlas comes with every useful accessory — even. rim-
locks for the tires. ;

We have previously uncrated and ‘sct up Berliner
Mtr. machines ourselves, but this was not the case with
the Atlas. ZDS Motors uncrated and assembled the ma-
chine for us and various staff members put the necessary
break-in miles on, riding it to and from the office. Need-
less to say we were happy that ZDS had done the work
since the complete assembly job is an eight-hour. task, if
done properly. Our test bike'was actually the last in the
current series of machines; models delivered henceforth
will have Matchless folding footpegs (an important fea-
ture), an anti-theft steering crown lock, and a wider turn-
ing radius.

For those who will use the Atlas Scrambler both on
and off the highway, and we susgect that-a lot of buyers
will do precisely that, the bike has all street equipment
(as we have said) including a very accurate speedometer
of a new type, and chronometric tachometer. There is
also an ammeter, and the instruments are illuminated.
Passenger pegs are -standard equipment, and the saddle
is big enough to accommodate a couple comfortably. To
make the Atlas Scrambler a true dual-purpose machine,
howsver, the knobby tires should be -exchanged for thosé
of the Trials Universal type, which do not provide such

-good traction in rough poing, but would be a bit less

n



5 at high speeds out on the pavement. Also, if the
p%i%l;;yin wllf'r area ate the least bit sticky about noise, a
pair of mufflers would have to be fitted as none are
iored = od
trols and seating positioning were good, except
for the bars; several staff melnher:gon the smallish ':?3&
felt they were a bit too high and narrow. Good ball-end
control levers are provided, and no-slip bar grips and foot
peg covers. Dual fuel taps on the tank give a “reserve”
supply—and that is a point too often neglected on scramb-
lers. The only part of the controls lavout we really did
not like was the location of the killbutton. This essential
item (the Norton has magueto ignition) was clipped to the
right handlebar next to the fork crown. Somehow, it
would have secmed better if the button had been within
thumb’s reach from the grip.
All of us were slightly concerned about the effects of
60 or more horsepower on handling; we need not have
been. The tgcwer proved to be an asset, not an embarrass-
ment, as there are times when a good blast of power is
the best means of keeping a situation in hand — and on
the Atlas, the power is always there. For most cross-
country running, we were able to simply poke the Atlas
into 2nd gear and use all that torque as a.sort of auto-
matic transmission. The engine is strong and happy from
15 to 60 mph, and it should be extremely reliable: few
riders will be able to hold wide-open throtile long enough
to hurt the engine’s innards. You twist up the wick hard
for a few seconds, shift tvice, and you will be lashing
along across the boondocks like the rocket for which this
motorcycle was so aptly named.,

- if the engine had been fussy, so much power would
have created problems. A sudden blast of that magnitude
could put the bike down terribly fast. Fortunately, the
big Norton engine comes on in a smooth surge as one
cranks' the throttle around. In fact, it is not only possible,
but quite natural, for the rider to use the throttle to steer
the machine. Just tilt the tank a bit with your knecs, and
tweak the throttle; the rear wheel will swing around and
steer the machine off in the desired direction. This may
sound tricky; actually it is a simple technique to master —
if you have a lot of torque on tap. '

Despite the difference in gearing (same transmis-
sion ratios, but 4.92:1 instead of 4.53:1 overall), the
Scrambler has acceleration nearly identical to the tour-
ing Atlas, and that means it has slightly better acceleration
than almost anything. We ran it at the Lions Club drag
strip (Long Beach, Calif.), as is our custom, in standard
Scrambler trim except for the rear tire. This was changed
to a road tire because the standard knobby simply would
not get a bite on pavement, And, in point of fact, the
‘bike developed a fair amount of wheelspin with a 4,.00-18
street tire, It was as impressive at the drag strip as it had
been out on the desert. o




NORTON ATLAS SCRAMBLER

SPECIFICATIONS
List Price... .....................51244.00 f.ob. LA. POWER TRANSMISSION

Frame TYPE ..oovvvurossor oo ions e HUBLIAY, ti0-l00D idi .
Suspension, 1rnr1l: .......-.............te]escopic fork E'%‘lﬂh T},rp_e_________,,.__.__.__.__,,,_1_.n|ultr_d|s.:, dry pIa!e
Suspension, rear . ereemn emmseusbansene e SWINE AP rimary drive... .........................s!ng!{:-mwchn!n
Tire size, front... 35{}19 Final drive... v rerssaessmmnnmrnsererene -SINEIE-FOW chain
Tire size, rear | .. 4.00-18 Gear ratip, overall 1

Brake lining ar&a sq I o, .30.0 Bth e e s .8
Engine type... verk. hmn ahv B 1 TP LLE HI s o RO R - 1 1.
Bore &Simke._,.,_.,,,,,,,..,,,,,,,_,,_ L2298 ¥%3.50 ] P IIN  J.. -
Displacement, cu. in. R A | Isk e 12,065
Displacement, ¢u, cent. ..o, 745

Cumpmsamn ratice: oty 7.6 : IMENSIONS, IN

Bhp @ rpm .. ; .60 @ 6500 T | 1 1.
Carburetion (21 1 ”3”"‘""“’ Monoblot  Saddle Height .............oo.coceeeerreer e eveenriern . 31,2

lgnition .. : magne:o .
Fuel capacrtr' gal TR I L 2 4 Saddle w'dth ...................................................I1.5

Oil capacity, pts. - 45 Foot-peg height ... 127
Qil Syst-&m...-...-........._........ dry 5urnp Ground clearance ... ... 15
Starting system._....... ... ..kick, foldmg crank Curb weight, Ibs. ... ... .. ........439

PERFORMANCE

Practical maximumspeed. ............................104 ACCELERATION
(after L/2-mile run) 0 mph, sec¢

Max. speed in gears @ 7200 rpm . R
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1st . L mia semasans s NG
Mph per 1000 lr:'pEm. top gear_ SR 1 ¥ 90 X '
EDOMETER ERROR ; o T T gy
30 mph actual . e Sl simithwnini i B 100 214
50 . i P R S e Standing 1/4 mile ... ... .......144
70 . AR O R N AR RN, -y 8 . speed reached ... ceeeccrisee e e rens e 90
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