1925 799 cc AJS Model E1

There always had been a vee-lwin enging in
the AJS range — even beloe there were
such things as AJS maotorcycles! in the carly
1900s the Stevens Motor Manufacturing
Catnpany had been established to manufac-
ture proprietary engines for the infant motor
cycle industry, and the Stevens range includ-
ed a helty vee-twin which was supplied to
Clyno (a make we will meet a litle later in thig
boak) .

But the four Stevens brothers — Harry,
George, Jack and Joe — soon fell the urge to
go into motorcycle making on their own
account, and by 1911 the new fum of
A J Stevens had been established abandon-
mg the old Stevens natne and, instead, using
the new AJS trade mark |egend has it that
only Jack (actual name, Albert John
Stevens) had three initials in his name, ard
the four brothers felt. that a thiee-initial
monogram looked better on a tank than just
wo initials

The manulactunng rghts of the earlier
vee-twin engine were sold otf to Clyno, along
with the former Stevens factory at Pelham
Streel, Wolverhampton, and the new enter-
prise began mn works at Retreat Street For
the first vear, AJS concentrated on a single-
cylinder side valve, but atthe 1942 London
Show the fiust AJS vee-twin appeared  This
was the 698 cc Moedel D side valve, with the
cylinders arranged at 50°

From the start, chain drive was specilied,
and although the ront wheel inchally had a
cycle-type stirrup brake, a drum rear brake
was fitted. From 1815 interchangeable
wheels were filted, and by this tme the com
pany had moved to bigger premises at
Graiseley Hill, Wolverhampton

Past-war, the Model D returmed, now htted
with 1 somewhil angular saddle tank and
with engine capacilty increased to 744 ce
One piece cylinder heads and barels had
also been replaced by detachable cyhnder
heads retained in place by a cross-strap and
tie-bolts.

However, the AJS big twin did not reach
ns full flowering unti 1925 It had now
becorme the Model €, and engine size had
gone up again, this time to 799 cc For the
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1925 season a complelely new frame had
been designed, with a dropped top tube o
permit a low seating height, and a hefty
forged-steel gearbox maountnw tiiacket

internally, the engine now featured the
latest type of roller big end bearngs while,
for 1926, light-alloy pistons were quite 3
navelty: each pistan catried three narrow 1op
rings, plus a scraper ring al the base ol the
skirt. The Model £ came in standard and de
luxe versions, the latter embodying 10tally-
enclosed chains and a Lucas Magdyno elec-
e lighting sel, whereas the standard ver-
sion made do with chain guards and no
lights

The twin was designed expressly for
sidecar use and was in fact catalogued as a
compiete outlit with an exiremely toomy
single-seat touring sidecar of the maker’s
own construction However, it was used also
Tor commercial woik. In the years ahead, the
AJS twin would grow still more, eventually to
990 cc, production coming 10 an end on the
cutbreak of the Sccond Woilld War. Well-
foved, the machine possessed outsiandng
haid-wearing yuahties, waos particularly flaxi-
ble in aperation, and was regarded as one of
the sweetest-running and quietest inodels on
the market

Specification

Make AJS. Model Model £ Engine 799 co
{74 x 93 mm bare and stioket 50° side
valve vee v Tyras 700 = 800 mmy
beaded edge, front and rear Frame Brazed
lug whulas constuction, unsprung at rear
Front farks Brampton Biflex, vath verueal and
fore-and-aft movemen: Brakes 6 in diameter
drums, ont and rear. Waeight {solo} 326 1b
Wheslbase 55 in Manufacturer

A Stevens 11914) Ltd. Graiseley 101,
Wolverhampton

Ahova Tolal enclosute of the
pramaty and hinal diive chaing was
a wotlhwhile luxury feature Note
the early Lucas Magdyno electrnics
Right Castaluimmum footboards
and swept-back handlebars gave
the nder @ majesticaly relaxed
widing positon The speedormelen s
driven fiom a pincon on the hront
Husks

Farright |hemethod of holding
i the cyhnders, by a strap over
the head and tie-bolts, was AJS
practice nght throough the *20s
Balow There was anar of
suprame elegance about 1he big
AJS range leader, 3 favourite wath
farenly sidecar enthusiasts Note
the anpasmg Tan Sad pilhan seot




