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Road Tests of 1936 Mpdds o _ )
THE MODEL L.L4 350 cc. ohw.
STEVENS

A Machme that is Of"thodox Yet
Dtﬁ’erent

Ry

HERE is St}methm-:r about the very look oi the
350 Stevens that cﬂmmands admiration and respect;

something suggestive of ** rightness ' i every par-
ticular—of . smooth, surging power, for instance—oi
splendid controliability—and of great satety.

Tt must be obvious, however, that Mofor Cyelings
road test reports are not based on mere IIILPIE‘-':E‘I{}:L.,
and the Stevens people must be heartily commenced
for producing a machine which dlsplared in pracice il (Left) Manceuvrability is
those fine qualities which its looks seemed to suggsst.

Within a mile or two of riding, after collecting tns
machine from- Euston Station, the road tester b&aame
aware of three well-marked characteristics of toe
Stevens. First, the engine was particularly free Irom

-----

s one ﬂf the Stevens’s best charactensucs
and the weizght is well disiributed. (Above) The timing side

Note the

of tL high-=fficiency 330 c.c. o.h.v. power wunit.
accessibility. |

so=z i th= region of 40 miles an hour in satety and
s ]

vibration and ‘° fussiness.’’; secondly, the exhaust ncie coEEiorics “EE :r__,ch e's comfortable cruising speed
was pleasant. and unobirusive; and thirdly, the zoder normal coanditions was just over 50 m.p.h., and
handling of the machine seemed remarkably good, even zt that spesC ine motfor was turning over sweeﬂy a.11d |
if the hea,d bearings were a wee bit on the stiff side, smeoThiv, ne top gear maximum was apparently
which is quite in order with a new machine. 89 r.D.z., DUt thers seemed little doubt that the
Naturally, however, a fair opinion could not be given machine wsas ratmer undergeared. That speed. repre-
antil. many . more miles were covered, so the Stevens sented 5,139 r.p.ma. on a2 ratio of 5.61 to 1.
was carefully run in until such time as it was reason- In the toird rato the useful maximum of 60 m.p.h.

and that
geat was a joyv i use, not only because of the excellent

ably possible to put it through 4 thorough test. was obta’ned (representing 5,710 r.p.ml},
When that time came and when all the working parts

were bedded down, one of the first things on the pro-

gramme was a long main-road run, The Stevens

acquitted itself really well, and in spiie of the. fact

that the roads were really treacherous owing to the

recent frosts, it -was possible to. maintain an average
A22

How of power from ths engine as the revs. rose, but also
because the aciaal gear operation was quick and simple.
Incidentally, this eazz of operation applied to all the
changeq- As 1egards decelerdtion, the brakes were well
in keeping wih the excellent performance, and fri:::m
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if it was too low the machine had to be forced round
bends, and if it was' too.high the. wheel “hopped™ a
oRER e PR trifie. |
- o e Tn the matter of comfort there was room for no com-
~ plaint. The fork action was just right, the saddle large
and .well sprung, and a suitable riding position easily
obtainable. Long rides could be carried out with much
less fatigue than is usually the case. .

During the course of the test, a very great deal of
town riding was dome, most of it in the heart of
Tondon, and once again this aristocrat among motor-
cycles gained the tester’s hearty approval and affection.
At 30 m.p.h. in top gear the engine ran smoothly and
without complaint, while-:from a standing start that
speed could be attainei_d:(ilsiﬁng second and third gears)
in a surprisingly short. time, -The minimum non-snatch
speed (with ignition advanced) was 19 m.p.h. on the

< top gear of 5.61 to 1, while in third (7.18 to 1) it was

14 m.p.h. N
The Controls

B T £ The position-of ‘the various controls was exemplary.

i o S S The clutch, for instance (which was light and positive

2o RN . Nl ) i operated by .a pleasingly placed straight-

____ % ' pull lever, while the.throttle control is a quick-action

N twist-grip of the thin typé. Both front and rear brake

X " operations were satisfactory, the former being well above
the average. "~ .. . - s P}

““ Walking pace '’ motorcycling is, of course, very
important as regards traffic .work, and in this the 350
Stevens excelled. It was not only that the steering was
‘so delightful, but also 'that the 350 c.c. power unit
pulled like a steam engine at low revolutions and tended
neither to oil up nor to-pink. ~Incidentally, this free-
dom from detonation came as rather a surprise, since
the machine has quite a ‘* hot ”’ high-compression en-

Starting called forth more praise; ** first kick ”’ was
the order of the day. no matter how frosty that day
happened to be. Naturally, the controls had to be set
properly, but providing the magneio was half ad-
vanced, the throttle one-quarter open and the air fully
closed, then a gentle tickling of the carburetter and a
good swing on the kick-start would bring iorth that
pleasant *‘ boom boom boom *’ from the megaphone

------
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(Above) Everything
is neat, clean and
compact about ithe
Stevens, and the oil-
bath chaincase
can be detached

in less than «

: minute. |

{R{ght} ”Stea&y as
a rock? would be
a suitable expres-.

sion to apply to the -EIIE’HEET'. .
handling of - the . The stlencer was extremely efficient, and the volume
L.i..4, and the + . of noise seemed 1o decrease rather than increase with

riding position was

higher revs. Mechanical noise, althongh not excessive,
found to be ad-

was, perhaps, greater than is usual these days, and was

mirable. :
accentuated by the-exhaust silence. 1 appeared to
‘ ' be confined, however, to the valve gear.
the legal limit in a resiricted area, stopping distances Petrol consumption, at normal touring speeds, was in
were 34 ft. (using both ** stoppers '} and 43 ii. (using the region of 80 m.p.g., and although this 1s very
the rear brake alone). The engine showed no trace of creditable, the criticism must be raised that no reserve
roughness on the overrun, and * compression braking ’ tap is fitted. The oiling system is not of the full dry-
was satisfyingly efficient. sump type and yet the consumption of oil was par-
| ticularly good, being about 1,500 m.p.g.

’ * - The lighting system is by Lucas Magdyno, and the
- F ine Steerlng . large headlamp gave a splendid beam. Charging rates
As has been already remarked, the machine showed .  were . On “‘ charge,” 7 amps.; on * dim,” D amps.;
fine qualities in the matter of handling at speeds up on ‘* bright,”” 3 amps. The high-frequency hooter

tc 30 m.p.h., and this proved even more noticeable gave an unusunally pleasant note. .
at much higher speeds. DBoth front and rear wheels As regards the more technical side of the test, it must
e st'é:yed put-’’ under the worst conditions, and corner- be pointed ount that accessibility on the Stevens is of
ing was a safe and effortless business; incidentally, a a very high standard, so thdt maintenance should be
ribbed road-racing front tyre was fitted. It was never an easy business. Particularly commendable in this
found necessary fo use the steering damper, bui one respect are the chain adjustments and the battery

rather  interésting point about the steering is that the fixing. 5 #

pressure of the front tyre made a very great difference; Other interesting points of the specification are the

A2
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Engine: 35-‘.'.} o.h.v. E-t-evem, bnrre 74 mm.,
strogke . 81 mro. ~-549. ce.-- Valves
ﬂp&ra.t&& ‘by -direct I:.Erl; of sephn‘!:-e Gans:
irlet walve . Iuhnca-ted by - hl:ﬂﬂ.bhEL g . case does
Duralumin - rookers ~ and u&h rods,

Alnmininm piston with ﬁhree: rings and
large diameter ]:wIIﬂw Hud@

6 ins. fromt.

hapd-adjnsting.

- Gearbox: Fourspeed gearbux u-I close-
ratio constand-mesh type. with multiples - . .
- plate clutch. Foot or ha.nd mhtml nntes

Brakes:- Cam . upemtﬁd mt&maI expanding . -
ypes .'Bralm dﬂu:u.s of™ -s.p&cla].gl 1:ng-~ . Dunlep "dyre,
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Brlef Spe' ﬁcatlon Gf the 350 C.C. o,hV LLl4 Stevens

I'-Erm:}gmet.a.l. Dla.met-erﬁ '?u:tﬁ rs—a.:'

Franw. Full c.raﬂle *duplex §ype; urank-
' nof form part of f:mme.

: Furkﬂ. Heavy-duty central. b-a.ru.‘ael sgﬁgﬁ

' type” with adjustable spindl
o piﬂ. = i ste-e.rmg a:nd E.hmk

2 Luhnﬁ:tl_g;l. Dhll is t}ﬂﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬂ?ﬂl a s&pa.rate ' dampers. : 12s. 64 : pillion Tests, Bs.
- tank by submsr adjustable mechani- Handiebars: Eem—up&ﬂpﬁ type, fEH}' i o Brothers rwﬂ.lmrhamp.
cal pump io lgle big end, wh.}ch B divetable and imsulated {PE rubber. Wakers: Sievens .
splash lubricates tbhe. cylinder WE = {‘_:ena ]tmh mad]‘l-; ad;uatah-a, pﬂu{:ip.a.l E‘;ﬁ]' Ltd., Retreat Streei, Wolverhamp-
pision and timing T o Buwden controis fitted * Bowdenex

. Tanks' Fe-ta'ul tank rubbser. mounted and
en-ama]led black with gold and blis
amt.}f O ga lﬂﬂi.. Oil fank

] nuEd- E-ins-‘j*;;"lgnltinn sand nghtmg" By - L‘uﬂa.s- Mag- Iﬂaﬂl}ﬂﬁlhlm anuth Gi Rll:-hle. = _-
Tﬁ?rs;rg;ﬂ;: heilni#zngm&? in Epectl;}z‘iﬂ oil- - ] fhtnﬂ Large hﬂﬂm:'?‘m .E prehemnﬂ, £ﬁ 5s.; Third Psmﬁsr only,
_ -baih- case. . Rear- chain autcmmatically - H-“Eh“fﬁﬂ“enﬂf born aad . stop ™ ~ o+ 82 .1925- 6 Ekewhers: Cotmprehen-
Iubnca.tad. ﬁuﬁ-h -:I:H-a on engine shait..., . Is:. . Chrominm-plated rims; - ﬁt-ted_ _sive, £6 5& : “Third Party only;, £2 Ss
e R P ST

- front - 26-in. by

. _ in. ribbed Dundop
Ayre, mear- &O-in.

jr ‘D, 25-1.11 sbuﬂ.d.-&d
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Exhaust System: Optional upswept or
- downswept: megaphone esilencer with
datachable DbafHes.

Price: £54.

Extras! Smith 80 m.p.h. trip speedometer,
£2. 10s: . chmmnﬂm—pﬁtad tallk
£1 10s=.: carrier, 10s.; pillion seat. y

.Insutranca. Under a Mctor Cycling policy
—Lu-ndﬂn,pas-tal area - and Glasgow:
Fully G&mmhmwﬁ, £7; ’I‘.h:ircl Part.rsr

Where a. -sidecar . s _permanently
aftta.ﬁﬁed 41{]}: 1.9 dﬁd.mted irﬂm these
pre-mmma : .
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nnn—bendmg " fmtres+s (with sPeclal friction mnunt—.
ing) and the three- ga.llcm petml tank.
- Although the whole Jeagn of thé machine is on-quite

crrthndﬂx lines and is, ‘in fact,’ ‘typical of thé “Inodgm
o.h.v. single, there are many detail- poinits on the

Stevens w ‘hich combing to make it a most reﬁned motor-
cycle.

Examples of these plea.mng httle things are the rubber-
mounted haundlebars, the very s;mple tappet adjust-
ment, the oil feed to the rear chain, the special fork
friction damper and the rear stop lamp. A point that
simply must be mentioned is the 'oil-bath primary chain-
casé, which is so easily detachable that the chain and
clutch assembly can -be mﬂlpletely exposed 1n less than

a mlnuf:e. | |
On _'RoughnStuff |

No road test of a snappy sporting 350 would be
complete without reference to performance .‘‘ on the
rough.””
every bit at home, and .standard tyres or no standard
tyres, it behaved like a works mmpehtmn job. There
seems little doubt that theé comipetition edition "of this
model must be well up to its work.

The type of going over which the ma,chme was t:rzed

out included lanes with very t_ﬂ.&?p. frozen ruts as well

rrrrr
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Here again this remarkable machine seemed

ARy e ek e

as rncky pa.ths and really stil gradlents but it did not
seem to miattéer what form the ‘‘ rough-stuff ”’ took, and
it was remarkably easy'to preserve an even keel, owing
probably to the excellent weight dlsh'lbutlﬂn.

A Competm(m. Edition

The CDIIIPE:tltI{}ﬂ edition of the 850 Stevens costs £59
complete and has a specially tuned engine with polished
ports and stronger valve springs. Spemal gear ratios
are available. Competition tyres are fitted and special

spare parts are included.

Surnming ap, it can be stated that for a 350 c.c. mount

at a very moderate price the L.L.4 Stevens struck Motor
Cycling's tester as ranking among the highest. Senti=

mentalism can find ne place in a repert such as this,

but it was with great regret that the machine was sent- |

away after so many enjoyable miles.

Thus was the very complete test of a thnmughbred
' 850 brought to a conclusion.” Although the report may

seem a pwcan of praise from beginning o end, the
Stevens deserves it all, and the manufacturers must ha
heartily cﬂngra,tulated on theur production. .

-
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' £54 is all that is nsked fnr this ﬁne example of modm momrcycle manufacture. Careful work-

manship is evident from stem ifo stern, and the awhole appearance is
Note the megaphuné. silencer, which in practice rusnﬁed all the claims that are made for it

A24

pleasing in the extreme.
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