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BY the mid-Sixties, the
dead hand bhad firmly
grasped ahold of the neck
of the Associated Motor
Cycles empire, notwith-
standing  the many
famous marque names
and models that lay
within its portfolio.

The wortd was changing fast.
but down in the AMC head-
quariers in London SEI8, the
game was alrcady up: they had
failed 10 cither ditect the
buying pubtic into following
their id¢a of » motorcycling
futurc. or alternatively. to
follow-on where the buyers
were determined to head.

Ail 5o much 5o that. by early
1966 the company was broke
and any goodwill that still
anached to the AJS, Maichless,
Norton, Francis-Barnent and
James marques. was for sale to
anyone who felt they couid take
on the challenge.

Well. recorded history 1ells
us that it was the industrial

group, Manganese Bronze,
alrcady owners of the Villiers
proprictary  cngine  makers,
that assumcd the AMC mantle,
adopted thc name Norton-
Villiers Ltd and attempted 1o
rcbuild the business.

They very soon had a
rejuvenated Norton twin on the
drawrng board. one that was to
prove a winner aver the follow-
ing deeade; but what 10 do in
the meantime. 10 sce things
through?

AMC had hasicned their
demise. in the cyes of many
cnthusinsts, by mixing compo-
nents from the various marques
inthe three or four years before
the collapse. Identitics had
been blurred. especially where
the big four-stroke models were
concerned but. 10 be brutally
honcsi. it was only in the beefy
4-stroke twins, that any hope
lay. of salvation with the
existing designs. So. the out-
ctatsed  Francis-Barncte  and
James iwo-stroke ranges were
ditched for all time (and along
with them. the thousands of
pounds invested in new engine
desipn dess  than ten years
hedored,

Alsoout were the liphtweight
d-strokes from AJS. Matchicss
and Nurton, leaving nothing
below Scc and while the AIS/
Matchless big twins (with Nor-
ton engines. forks and brakes)
were retained, it was only a fow
months before the AJS line was

were saved from
extinction

dropped: the name appearing
again later of course. on the
competition  two-strokes that
were 10 be developed around
Villiers engine/gear units,

What remaincd was spruced
up and new catalogucs printed.
to make an appeal to the
traditional Briush big bike
buyer. all theughrs of attracting
the Lcarncr market having
gone  with theé lightweighi-
s.Looking back now. those
1967 offerings from what was
styled the Norton-Matchless
Division of Norton Vitliers Lid.
leok pretty fine machines: no.
that's being mealy-mouthed.
they rcally must be all-time
“classioy”,

Some cross-breeding was stitl
apparcat. but from the true
Nerton stable, there was the
65055 and thc Adas 750, both
in the famed Featherbed frame,

Hy! Jet black pai k
for both. with only the silver
petrol tank and 300x19/3.50x19
tyre sizes. to distinguish the
6508S. from its cherry red
tanked bigger brother. which
wore 3.25x19/400x18 rubber.
front and rear.

Bracebridge Street
“Roadholders” graced the front
cnd, with braking handled by

dnhu

the same 8° SLS stopper that
had been returning - minimal
braking figures in road tests, for
a decade past. Real good
iookers, beth.

From Matchless. the GBOCS
single was back, 497ce of
thumping all-alloy OHYV single
in the brazed and bolted duplex
CS [rame. Plumstead designed
“Teledraulic” forks and wheel
hubs were on this bike, along
with a nearside mounted oil
tank, “works™ type flat air-filter,
Lucas Comp Mag, 19" wheels
shod with off-road tyres. [ul}
lighting set and & man-sized 32°
scat height.

Just 2 gallens of petrol fifled
the chesry red coloured tank to
the brim.For those won over by
the off-road siyling of the
G80CS, but who looked for
twin cylinder power, or pechaps

simply “more cubes®. Narton-
Matchless trotted out the Nor-
ton P11,

At first glance, this was the
G80CS by another name, but
lock more closely and the
lightweight. chrome-moly. sif-
bronze welded frame of the latc
Messrs AMC's last fling G85CS
Scrambler. was in evidence.
Plumstead forks and hubs

ATLAS 750

dend stock had to be shifted and :
the overail preseniation of the
P11 was certainly good.

That it was aimed right a1 the
US market. was cvidenced by
the caialogue’s pointed refer- !
enhee to the engine’s 45.5 cu i
capacity. obtained from bore !
and stroke dimensions of 2.88"
x 3.57 and. the candy apple red
tank. that held 2.7 USA gallon-
s.All the bikes (ecatured the
then new  Amal

and with 12 volt lighting.
represented a serious attempt

to stay in the markct. until
betler times camc.

The London. Earls Court.
Show in Scptember of 1967 was
to prove that Norton-Villiers
mcant business alright: they
stole the seene with a silver-
sheen beauty that had the
crowds cnthusing Brivish, for
the first time in yoars. The bike
filched an old AMC modcl
namc too. James last using it in
the mid-Fiftics on a two-stroke
Trialster - Commando!

As the makers said. abowt
their aew creation - "We're ot
using wp this spacc 10 boast
about the new Norton: we're
nol going to talk about “mos
cxciting”. “fastest”. We're not
cven going to say it’s better
than al the others - anybody
can say that. We're just powng
10 ask you o lake a long hard
lock at thc new  Norton
machine and find ow for
yourscif.”

Lot’s did takc a hard look
and plenty hought. The old
machines had done [heir job in
sceing Norton-Villicrs through
acritical time and were soon 1o
he drapped. ac ife and motor - R
e lens miewved e the 1R




