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IN BRIEF

Engine : Single-cylinder s.v.; 70 mm. bore
x 91 mm. stroke =349 ¢.c. ; no performance
figures available,

FOURTH PLACE WINNER IN PRE-WORLD WAR |

Fuel Tank ; Steel, 2 gal. capacity,

JUNIOR RACE RETURNS TO THE ISLAND TODAY

Oil Tank : Steel, 6 pint capacity.

Wheels : Steel beaded-edge rims carrying
- Dunlop 26-in. x 24-in. x 21-in. tyres at front

|l

and rear,
Wheelbase : 52in.

Weight : 170 Ib,
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The © Ajay™ as it e

AST week I described one of the latest
T.T. machines. Now, 1 the issue
which carries the report of the 1959
Junior race ** Built for Speed’s ™ subject is
a s.v. AJ.S. which won fourth place in the
last race of this status to be held before
World War One—the 1914 event.
In those days road surfaces in the Isle
of Man were rough and loose. with no

conditions when looking at this machine
on which Billy Jones averaged 43 m.p.h.
over 187} miles. Forks that moved only an
mch or so, rigid frames and tiny tyres gave
riders and machines a hammering greater
than that endured by a modern moto-cross
king. Invariably those fortunate enough to
survive to the end of a race justifiably
described as the toughest test in the world

was: (below) in 1914, E
| had to be assisted from their machincs.

Not only did the Island course wreak
havoc among machinery—it did with the
riders as well. In the report of the 1914
* Junior,” it is said of one rider that ** every
time his head began to buzz, he stopped and
visited Dr. Templeton al Ballacraine. who
gave him physic.”

' with Billy Jones, who kerbs and few warning boards. The road
| rodeitinthe*Junior” | e over the Mountain, as portrayed in
and (below right) in ‘ i | our T.T. issues of the period,
1958 when Eric o resembled a cart-track with farm
Stevens discoveredit. gates across the course, Keppel Gale
Note the double- was there in the flesh (as it were)—
diameter exhausit and, of course, propped open!

pipe originally fitted | Bear in mind the appalling road
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Contemporary accounts make little refer-
ence to Jones, who did not get onto the
leader board until the fourth lap. when he
lay [ifth. At the finish of the five-lap race
he was fourth. only 56 seconds behind the
third man bul 14 minutes behind the winner.
'hose were the days!

This old A.J.S. 1s now the property ol
Iiric Stevens. of Wrexham, the home town
of its original owner. When he bought it.
as the illustration shows, it was in a poor
state. with a non-standard mudguard, @
dynamo tucked in behind the engine and
several other " improvements of later
vears." It had. needless (o add. been
standing for a long time,

Billy Jones, at the time of his T.1
success was proprictor of the North Wales
Motor Exchange, then a flourishing business
ind tor several years after the race the
machine was used as a showpiece in his
shop. In the 'twenties it was sold to another
Mr. Jones: he did not use it after 1930.
but was persuaded (o part with it only aftes
several visits by Eric, last September, and
then on condition that it
Wrexham.

When stripped. the engine and gearbox
were found to be in good condition and
hoth tanks were restorable. The lurge oil
tank carried above the petrol tank was an
mnovation reserved for race machines. The
only engine parts replaced were valves.
rings and gudgeon pin, The piston and
bore were sound. so were not touched, A
high polish on all engine internals and a
drilled iron con.-rod, plus very * fierce =
cams, show the works to be non-standard.

Chains, control cables. tyres and brake
blocks were all scrap and had to be
replaced, and the Druid forks had to be
reamed oul and fitted with oversize spindles.
New bicycle head bearings were found to
it the machine and the spokes, rusted to
danger point, were replaced. Period mud-
guards were obtained from the Speedwell
Gearcase concern, and Dover Ltd. provided

| dbove) Period pieces - the brakes and front springing are typical of the year.
(Right) Just before the race, the “works™ sypplied this special *saddle™ oil
tank which enabled the oil compartment in the main tank to be used for fuel.

remained in
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Driving side of the machine, showing the two long retaining studs and bridee-piece

for the detachable evlinder head.

qew celluloid handlebar grips, as original.

l'he machine, although such a marked
sontrast with modern racing models, is of
a lype very popular with sporting riders of
Lhe period. It was, of course, a direct
ancestor of the * big-port™ o.h.v. A.J.S..
of legendary fame in the ‘twenties.

The engine has side valves which are
detached, complete with their pockets and
springs, when the cylinder head is removed.
As Lhe head is retained only by a cross-
strap and two nuts, decoking is simple!

Close examination of the engine will show
how, even in those far-off days. gas flow
was studied by the A.J.S. designers. The
exhaust pipe plunges straight away from the
port and the induction pipe sweeps up from
the horizontal n an easy curve. whereas

The cork-insert clutch has a single pressure spring.

most contemporary models had a ** straight-
in "' horizontal pipe. Total-loss oiling from
a hand pump is, of course, employed ; the
system is unusual in having no drip-feed.

Chain drive via a three-speed box with-
out a kickstarter—this was a T.T. model—
puts the machine in the de luxe class. The
gearchange was, naturally, by hand. It i
interesting to note that the A.J.S. “ works ™
machings which finished first and second in
the race had two-spced engine-shaft gears
and two-speed gearboxes, giving [our ralios
in all, A cork-insert clutch is used,

Billy Jones died a couple of years ago.
Ilis A.J.S. has been reborn. It will be seen
in action in the Vintage Club’s run round
the old T.T. course, starting and finishing al
St. John's, today, riding number 17,




