An AJS G45

- THE RACER Test on the
Matchless G45

- (February/March '81)
 brought back personal
memories, foritwason a
brand-new model that |

- enjoyed my one and only
season of sponsorship in
1954. However, the machine
| rode was unique in that it
was probably the world’s
only G45 AJS!

It was provided by the late
Max Klein who, with Ernie
Braine, ran a motorcycle
business in North London
where they were AJS, but
not Matchless, agents.
Because of this, Max
decided that his G45 had to
be an Ajay, and before it
ever ran he changed its
identity and appearance.
The original black,
silver-lined, six-gallon fuel
tank was replaced with a
two-gallon, silver-painted
tank, similar to that on the
Porcupine. The engine
timing case cover bearing
the winged ‘M’ was changed
for one with ‘AJS’ cast into
it

As the machine was
intended only for
short-circuit activity, Max
also lightened it
considerably. This included
the substitution of
Woodhead Monroe rear
suspension units which
were lighter and more
efficient than the original
AMC jampots.

First delight for me with
the ‘Ajay’ was a debut win
on it in a@a non-experts race at
' Castle Combe. The bike was

3

far faster than the converted
roadster | had raced
previously. This was a Tiger
100 which had neither the
handling nor brakes to
compare with this proper
racer. The next race at the
same meeting was a 500cc
heat, and | recall having to
ride a lot harder in this to:
even qualify for the final — |
was eighth.

Riding in the final
revealed a lot. | remember
doing my best to keep up,
but after a good start |
realised the machine was
undergeared. Revving
towards 7,500 soon brought
an ominous death rattle
from the engine— a cam
follower had broken.

| also discovered during a
hectic moment that my
machine had an aversion to
high-speed right-hand
bends, when the steering
would go haywire. This
problem was never solved,
but cranked over to the
right, with the power on, the
handlebars invariably went
into a blur. It was most
disconcerting.

| remember an occasion at
the first-ever meeting at
Aintree where Geoff Duke
was in winning action on the
Gilera four, and | got into a
most frightening slide. Until
that moment, although | had
been lapped by Geoff and
John Surtees (Norton), | was
holding fifth place ahead of

the factory Porcupines. To
my astonishment, | actually

passed Bob Mcintyre along

the main straight. | didn’t
finish the race because | ran
out of fuel — so much for
fitting a smaller tank.

It was at this Aintree
meeting that | first met the
late Jack Williams, then
AJS’s racing manager, who
offered to let me have a
‘special’ engine component.
| thought this would be

T
something to make the bike
faster and more reliable, but
It proved to be a magnetic
sump plug — to attract the
bits when the cam followers
broke up!

After 1954 Max chose to
quit bikes for sports car
racing and he sold both his
Norton outfit and the G45 to
buy an Austin Healey —
only to get killed during his
third race outing at Brands
in 1955. The G45 ‘Ajay’ was
sold to Ron Snell who
featured strongly on it,
mostly at Brands, during
1955-56. Incidentally, its
cost new was £390. A Manx
Norton then was £465.

Charlie Rous,
Northampton.
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