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AM.C. Racing Policy
Factory Riders to be Mounted on A.JS.
7Rs and Matchless G45s

URING the coming scason, the pohicy

of Associated Motor Cycles on racing

will be to concentratc On developing
machines which private-owner competitors
can buy. In the 350 c.c. class the machines
will be A.J.S. 7R models and in the 300 c.c
class, Matchless (G45s. Any leatures which
deviate from standard will be under develop-
ment or on test with 2 view to their being
incorporated in production machines at a later
date.

In announcing this policy last week, D. 5.
Heather, managing director of Associated
Motor Cycles, made it clear that there had
rcally been no change In outlook in regard o
racing or in the cnergy which the factory
woud devote to this side of its activities. In
fact, the cost of the racing department would
not be diminished mn any way, and there have
been no reductions in its facilities. Already
work has started on the A.].S. and Matchless
machines for the coming season under the
supervision of Jack Williams the racing
manager,

Riders will be Bill Lomas, who last year
rode MV Agusta machines, Derek Ennett, the
Manxman and winner of last year’s Junior
Manx Grand Prix, John Clark, A.].S. reserve
in the Isle of Man last June, and Peter
Murphy, the successfiul New Zealand rider.

The famous A.J.S. specialized racing
models, the 500 c.c. twin-cylinder Porcupinge
and the 350 c.c single-cylinder, three-valve
machines will not be used. Although re-
gretting that these models would have to be
put on the shelf, so to speak, Mr. Heather
emphasized that the decision to call a halt m
the evolution of racing machines so divorced
from the models which could be made avail-
able to the private owner was essential in the
best interests of the sport.

Wrong Road

In his view, racing had been taking the
wrong road in recent ycars. The culminaung
point had been reached when the F.I.M. had
decided to continue 10 allow streamlining.
although there were other factors, such as
higher and higher speeds achieved by circull
modifications, and  the World’s Champion-
ships, which jmposed almost an obligation
an manufacturers to compele in events which
were of very limited practical value in the
business Sense. _

The result had been that factory racing
machines were becoming completely divorced
from models which could be provided lor
privatc owners 1o race—and, after all, thesc
entrants weuie an essential part of the road-
racing game, FEqually good sport and cqually
valuable development could be carried oul
with producton racing models. Unless such
models were provided, racing would probably
die because it would be restricted soiely to the
relatively few factory entries.

An A.M.C. team, riding A.J.S. and Match-
less models, would definitely compete in the
T.T. Races and the Ulster Grand Prix and at
other meetings of ‘nternational standing in the
British Isles. On the Continent, factory riders
would participate where commercial considera-
tions warranted such a COUrsc; without com-
mitting himself, Mr. Heather suggested that
they might well appear in Holland, Belgium
and Sweden, which were good markets lor
British machines, but certainly not in Spain
and Italy where trade restricions mean that,
in effect, business was moribund. No effort
whatever would be made o participate in the
F.I.LM. World’s Championshaps.

An engine *for the
shelf.>  Experimental
version of the A.3.5.
triple-camshalt maodel
TR ith bevels super-
seding the well-knotm
chain drive. Latest
policy announced by
A M.C. means rhat
this power unil gorll

not be used

e

In reply to a queston, Mr. Heather stressed
that his remarks were directed to road racing.
He was particularly averse to streamlining and
regarded its severe {imitation or even pro-
hibition as necessary as was the banning ot
supercharging in 1946. However, he saw 1o
objection to allowing complete freedom 1n
these matters for record breaking, a quic
separate branci of motor-cycle acuvity

D. K. Mansell Trial

l OAPS and tracks in the Clee Hills ared
" of Shropshire lay under a thin cover-
ing of ice and frozen spow ‘ast Sunday for
the national sidecars-only D. K. Mansell Tral.
But the sky was blue, the sun shone, and
A1l in all it was excellent weather for drifung
round the countryside on a sporting three-
wheeled vehicle. The 40-mile course started
from the ‘Angel Hotel, Clee village, embraced
11 observed hills and had to be covered at
1n average speed of 15 m.p.h. There was only
one time check, namely, the ~ontrol at the
Anisit, where drivers were penalized one mark
for each minute late. The majority ol the
314 starters lost marks on timc.

Since the glazed surfaces precluded full use
of the brakes, competitors found it extremely
difticult to make up on the road ume spent
o viewing the sections. ‘The winner, R. G.
Collier, on his 497 c.C. Norton twin outfit,
lost 46 marks, all on observation. A close
second was A. | Humphries (420 Norton),
who was penalized only 43 marks on observa-
rion but lost five marks on time. The Harold
Cozer Cup, awarded for the best performance
by a compeutor who usually rides 4 s0lo
machine in tnals, went 10 B. W. Martin (499
B.S.A.) who was driving 4 sidecar outfit for
the first time on public roads.

Rrock Row, the first secuon on the route,
had to be deleted: the icy road leading to 1
hecame so blocked with vehicles that the
observers could not reach the secuon belors
the competitors. However, the next on the
list, Crumps Brook, left not a single clean
shect. There were four sub-sections weaving
-1 and out of the rocky bed of the stream.
Though one or two drivers conquered the
Gror trio of sub-sections, the fourth, which
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nvolved a steep turn up 4 bank, failed the
entire ¢ntry.

Another stopper was Hardwick, where two
trickv corners, each presenting 4 slippery
adverse camber, between them brought all
riders to a standstill. ‘The second corner was
reached only by Collier, Humphres and F.
Darriculat (197 Dot).

By way of Abdon and Clee Stairs, compe-
titors arrived at Boot Lane, where the mx-
ture of nwud, snow and rocks caused a further
wholesale loss of marks. There were threc
sub-divisions, and all the experts footed or
stopped in at least on¢ of them. Late in the
day, however, J. A. Maslen (497 Ariel) made
4 brlliant passagc and became the oniv
competitor to climb the hill without penalty.

Angel Bank, sometimes known as Trout
Lane, was the last hazard on the route, Jhe
long, straight gully was divided into two stc-
tions. Large snow-covered rocks m the first
effectively prevented drivers from making 2
full-blooded charge at the rutted incline mn
the second.

First man to lose no marks in the lower
.yb-section was R. H. Duffy (490 Norton).
. H. Barnecs (348 B.S.A) deserved o aet
through unpenalized, but a few. vards Ilrofu
the end of the section the front wheel of his
outfit slid up against a particularly large and
anvielding rock which arrested all forwars
progress. J. Beaslev (498 A.].S.), alter being
non-stop and feet up in the fust sub-section
save an excellent demonstration of the valu:
of throttle control in the second. Thoug!
his rear wheel was spinning on the frozc
surface, he kept the outfit creeping forwarn
inch by inch without foot assistance until
bad cleared the section. The only other mu
to be lil:l["u.'lli:ﬂi}:t:d in both sub-divisions We
Humphries, who employed rash tactics.

| Organization by the Birmingham * 30
Club was first class—even 1o the provision
tea and hot soup at the finish.

D. K. Mansell Trophy (best performance) —It ¢
Coliter (497 Novton}). 46 marks lost.

B.5.A. Trophy (bhest over 500 c.c.)—J. E. Brefi
(598 Panther), 4. Watsonian Trophy (b
500 ¢.c.).—A. J. Humphries (Norton), 48. Go
Cup (hest 350 c.c.).—F. H. Barnes (B.S.A.}, |
250 Cup (hest 250 c.c.) —F. Darriguiat (197 Do
76. Movice Cup.—R. W, Peacock (498 Matchle:

20,  Harpold Tozer Cup (Lest usual solu 1iider:
B, W, sartin (499 B-E.AS. T - o




