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“PORCUPINE * POSTPONED
HATTING at Oulton Park during the
B.P. o1l tests last weck, Bob Mclntyre

and Alastair King, who was helping him,

said that neither had yet received any of

his new machines for the coming season.
This, among other things, will probably
mean  that the 350 c.c. . * Porcupine ™

project will not be completed until the end
of this season—if (hen—because there is
sitll a great deal of work to be done on it
and the job will have to wait while the new
Nortons are prepared.

A.-C.U. AND ISLAND
REPRESENTATIVES MEET

NTRIES from the B.M.W. and Ducati

factories are expected for the Isle of
Man Formula One race. Mr, Norman Dixon,
chairman of the A.-C.U. sub-committee,
told our Manx correspondent on Monday
after talks with representatives of the Isle
of Man Government and the Douglas Town
Council over details of this year's T.T.
races.
DRIVER RETURNING

IRED of the rdle of an “ out of work

racer,”” South African Paddy Driver tells
me that he has changed his mind and decided
to have another season’s racing north of the
equator. He hopes to leave his homeland
on February 27 in the same ship with Dave
Chadwick, Mike Hailwood and Jim Redman.
Because of this change of plans, he
needs a small van and “‘the smallest caravan
available.” provided there’s room to move
around, Offers will be forwarded.

NEW SWISs COURSE

HE Moio Sporting Club of Geneva has

chosen a new course for the Swiss legs
of the 250 c.c. and 3500 c.c., Moto-cross
Championships which will be held this vear
on consecutive Sundays: April 19 and 26,
respectively. Situated behind Geneva Air-
port (handy for hard-pressed journalists),
the new Carriere de Mategrnin course 1s
about 2,000 metres (11 miles) long and is
sald to contain every possible type of moto-
cross going, promising highly spectacular
racing.

SILVER STARS FOR THE “TON?"
ILVER stars are to be awarded to
members of the National Sprint Asso-
ciation who average more than 100 m.p.h.

over the Brighton kilometre course.

It is believed that Eric Fernihough (Brough),
Roy Charlton (Vincent), Dickie Dale (Guzzi
“ gight ), Alfredo Milani (Gilera), Charlic Rous
(Moto-Vincent) and Basil Keys (Norton-] . A.P) are
the only men who have exceeded this speed. Only
Basil Kevs and Charlic Rous are members of
the N.S.A.

NEW ITALIAN TRIALS MACHINES

THREE prototype Italian trials machines, two
Guzzis and a Gilera, have been tested recently,

The Guzzis, 230 c.c. and 175 c.c. models, have

pushrod-operated valves instead of the normal over-

head camshaft and the new 175 c.c. Gilera has a

hemispherical cylinder head, '

ITALIAN TRIALS TEAMS
N official ** works "™ Parilla trials team, all
riding 125 c.c. models, has been announced and
they will compete in the [talian Championship. the
1.5.D.T. and other important trials. There is to be
no Bianchi *“* works ™ rtials team but six 125 c.c.
maodels are 10 be loaned to private teams.

MARATHON MISTAKE

SDRR‘E to disappoint readers who may have
* been misled by the announcement on advertise-
ment page 40 of our February 12 issue into thinking
that four race meetings were to be held at Oulton
Park on Easter Monday., The announcement should
have made it clear that this particular date will be
the first of four meetings during the vear—even so,
1'm sure spectators will pet full value for money.
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Sports
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by NORMAN SHARPE

DESMODROMICS FOR DEARDEN
SKED to comment on current beliefs in
Italy that Nortons will race desmo-

dromic engines in 1939, Mr. Bert Hopwood,

managing director at Bracebridge Street,
pointed out that his factory does not enter
races. However, Norton engines with
desmodromic valve gear will be supplied to
the Reg Dearden équipe, which includes

Terry Shepherd and Gary Hocking.

Whether these units will actually be raced

will depend on how they perform on test.

NORTH WEST “ 200 IS ON

HE Ulster Centre of the M.C.U.L. at a

special meeting in Belfast last Friday,
took over the organization of the 1939
North West ** 200, abandoned by ifs tradi-
tional promoters, the North of Ireland M.C.
The actual running of the race has been
delegated to the Coleraine and D. M.C. but
the senior race officials will be appointed by
the Centre.

It ook the special meeting only one minute to
pass a report by their sub-committee on the latter’'s
meeting with the N.JIM.C. for the purpose of
learning more about the club's reason for aban-
doning the meeting, The sub-committee reported
that the meeting had béen most friendly and that
the N.IM.C. had nt‘l‘fregt every support to any
club which the Centre might appoint 1o stage the
race. The committee went on 10 recommend that
the Centre take over responsibility for the race, but,
recognizing that the Centre was a gm'eknjinn body
and not a promoting Jody, that an afiiliated club
be invited to undertak: the acrual detail organiza-

tion in conjunction with a Centre-appointed
commitlee.

Fractures of the facial bones have appar-
ently not impaired the well-known smile
of the Rev.** Bertie” Reid, Manx M.C.C.
chairman, pictured after his return to
the Isle of Man from Liverpool lasi
Thursday, where he had two operations
following his motorcycle accident on
January 2.
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On this recommendation being zaccepted, the
following were appointed as a special race com-
mittee; Mr, T. J. B, Stronge, Nr, W. A, McMaster,
Mr. W, R, Mann, Mr. D. Jennings, Mr. W. J.
Hagan and Mr. N. M. Scott. Mr. Scott was elected
chairman of the commitiee, Mr. Jennings clerk of
the course (he acis in a similar réle at the Ulster
G.P.) and Mr. McMaster agreed 10 underiake the
role of race secretary.

The committee hopes that all intergsted in the
North West ** 200 will appreciate the unusual
circumstances surrounding the 1939 race. At this
stage, with only three months to race dav, the rules
and regulations have not even been drafrted. This
work is bemg underiaken as a matter of urgency.
Realizing (hat no North West race has yet catered
for the rapidly cxpanding 125 c.c. class, the idea
of modifying the meeting, so as to provide four
separate class races (125, 250, 350 and 500 c.c.,
is being examincd, Four races would, of course,
mean that shorter distances would be called for—
perhaps 100 miles each race.

Pending issue of the printed regs., it is hoped
to turn out in some haste a summarized edition,
to be followed later by the ** full book.”” Anvone
requiring copies is asked to write without delay
o: W. A. MeMaster, 3 Coombe Hill Park, Belfast,
N. Ireland,

PIONEER ENTRIES
HREE noted road racers will be in the Comer-
ford team for the Pioneer Run on March 22—
Geoff Duke and John Surtees (Triumphs) and John
Hartle (Zenith). :

ROAD RACER TO WED
ONGRATULATIONS 10 up-and-coming road
. racer John Holder, who, I'm told, is to marry
Miss Evelvn Culley at Holy Trinity Church, Sidcup,
on Saturday, March 7.

150 FOR CASTLE COMBE

LTHOUGH the entry list has been open only
<& g5 few davs., entries for the Castle Combe race-
neeting on April 25 have ulready topped 150,
Only a few vacancies exist in the 125 c.c.. 350 c.c,,
Non-expert and Sidecar classes.

MCINTYRE PRESENTS TV TO HOSPITAL

N Friday last week, Bob Mclntyre and Alastair

King were the guests of honour at the Chester
M.C.'s annual dinner. During the evening, Bob
presented, on behalf of the local clubs, a 21-in,
television set to the Chester Infirmary as a mark
of recognition of the help given by the hospital
10 motorcyclists,
PROTEST UPHELD

HE stewards of the West of England club’s

Knill Trophy Trial on February 8 have upheld
a protest by W. H. Martin, who now becomcs the
runner-up with a loss of 34 marks, in place of
R, G. Discombe (37), who now takes the 250 c.c.
award. Others move down a place.
POLISH F.I.M. RALLY ENTRY?

WEEK after Scarborough and D. M.C.

secretary Jack Claxton had a request from
Russia for 25 sets of " regs ™ and entry forms for
the F.I.M. Rally, in came a letter from Poland
with a request for a score of entry forms. Is the
Iron Curtain lifting?

SILVERSTONE SATURDAY ENTRIES

NTRIES for the Club Handicap races at Motor

Cycling's Silverstone Saturday on April I8 are
already oversubscribed and npno more can be
accepted. Among those entered for other races
are Mike Hailwood, Fron Purslow, Bob Robinson,
E. T. Young, Derek Minter, Ned Minihan and Bill
Webstier,

SNETTERTON ENTRIES
NTRIES for the Snetterton Combine’s road race
meeting on March 29 have been coming in
thick and fast and there are now only a few
vacancies in the 125 c.e. and sidecar classes and for
reserves in the 330 c.c. class. Secretary of the
meeting is R, J. Havers, 138 Hall Road, Norwich,

SPORTS SHORTS

HE workshop premises of well-known  regce

tuncrs Geoff Monty and Allen Duodley-Ward

have been moved to 60 Park Road, Kingston-on-
Thames, Surrey: telephone, Kingston 4071, . . . The
Mid Bucks M.C.C.'s scramble scheduled tor Sun-
day, March 15 at Brill, has been cancelled. . .
Among the few new sections that have been found
for the Newcastle and D. M.C.’s natonal Travers
Trophy Trial (April 18) is a rock step near Grass-
hill Common. site of perhaps the highest group of
hazards in England: it lies 2.200 ft. above sea level,

Secretary ©of the Border M,R.C.'s Charterhall
race-meeting on April 26 is Mr. L. H, Stockhill,
of 81 Whitefield Terrace, Heaton, Newcastle upon
Tyne, . . . The British premitre of the German
racing film, ** Streche Frei,”” is 1o be held at
Kensington Town Hall, London, W.8, on Mon-
day, February 23, at 7 p.m. Tickets are obtain-
able at 5s. each from the hon. secretary ol the
Epping Forest Motorsport Association, Mr. S. 1. N.
Wright, of 203 High Rd., Loughton, Essex.
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